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A Tactile Inquiry 

Curriculum Meaning Making
The following is a question—answer recap of a 
professional dialogue between educators about 
this story. 

What do you understand about 
the group that you are working 
with, in particular who Lucas is, 
that motivates you to remove 
your shoes and join him in the 
sand experience?
Jennifer explains, “At the time of this experience, 
Lucas did not have a lot of verbal vocabulary. I 
remember feeling that he wanted to share an idea 
with me; so I decided to remove my shoes and join 
him in the sandbox. I thought that this would help 
me to be closer to his experience and bridge the 
limitations of him being able to articulate his ideas. 

Jennifer talks with him, “We have bare feet in 
the sand.” Lucas sprinkles sand on her foot. 
“The sand is cool,” she comments.

Jennifer, an early learning and child care 
educator, sits on the side of an indoor 
sandbox beside Lucas. She notices that Lucas 
has bare feet in the sand. She removes her 
shoes and places her feet in the sand as well. 
Her coloured toenails draw his attention.  
He seems intrigued and lifts Jennifer’s foot. 
She doesn’t seem to be bothered by  
his inquiry.

Lucas continues his exploration, now pouring 
sand from a small cup over Jennifer’s foot. 
Lucas wipes the sand away; then pours sand 
on Jennifer’s foot once again. He repeats this 
process several times. 

Jennifer follows his process by pouring sand 
and wiping the sand away from Lucas’s foot.
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Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

Consider the different spaces needed to communicate 
with infants, toddlers, and young children at their 
physical level. Think about soft spaces with blankets 
where adults and infants can interact in a visual, 
aural, and tactile way with materials and each other. 
Think about active, sensory experiences that engage 
many toddlers.

Think about how Jennifer entered the sandbox space 
with Lucas, to first experience what he was exploring 
so to gain an understanding of how he experiences the 
learning environment. Think about how that knowledge 
helps her to create further experiences for Lucas as 
well as the other children of the playroom space.

Children test their limits through 

   testing their powers of observation and  
sensory discrimination

Communication and Literacies

Communicative Practices 

Children form relationships through communicative 
practices by  

   recognizing and responding to human presence 
and touch

What do you feel about Lucas’ 
interest in your feet in the sand?
Jennifer reflects, “I think he was surprised that an 
adult would meet him in the sand experience and 
match his sensory experience. Then, I think when 
I did—I think he was able to engage me in his own 
sensory experience with bare feet in the sand.”

What do you know about Lucas 
as a learner?
“Currently, Lucas is able to verbally express his ideas 
and needs. Just the other day, he was standing at the 
top of the slide. He requested the child who was at 
the bottom of the slide to move and then he waited 
for her to respond to his request. That is a lot of 
growth for him in the short time that I have been in 
the toddler room.”

Tell me about how you think 
about your role in children’s 
learning processes.
Jennifer reflects, “Sometimes, standing back and 
watching is beneficial; yet getting into the children’s 
play and following their lead is best. They tell me 
what they are thinking and they lead the experience. 
I think they know that I value them — their time 
is important… the time for them to share their 
thinking and experiences.

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Play and Playfulness

Playful Explorations and Problem Solving 

Children learn about the properties of objects through 

   playfully exploring and investigating the 
properties of objects
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